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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils are supported effectively at this inclusive school. Leaders and staff take care 

to get to know pupils well. Staff are ambitious for every pupil’s learning and know 
what to do to help pupils to achieve. Pupils behave very well. This starts in the early 
years, where children learn secure routines for taking turns and behaving positively. 

Pupils are polite, friendly and interested in each other’s views. Pupils also debate, 
discuss and collaborate respectfully. They like the opportunities they have to develop 
their creative, sporting and leadership experiences. 

 
This culture of respect and tolerance means that bullying or any unkind behaviour is 
very rare. Pupils feel safe and are confident to raise any worries that they might 

have with a member of staff. Pastoral support for pupils is a key strength of the 
school. Any issues that arise are dealt with by leaders quickly and effectively. One 
parent summed up the views of the overwhelming majority by saying: ‘The pastoral 

care our daughter has received throughout has been exceptional. Any child would be 
lucky to have this as their school and we feel blessed to have found Queensway.’ 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leadership is extremely strong, focusing on meeting all pupils’ needs. Leaders have 
high expectations of pupils and staff. Governors and leaders have a very accurate 

view of the school’s many strengths and current priorities because of their 
comprehensive, accurate processes to check how effective the school is. Leaders 
rightly invest heavily in training for staff, which is focused clearly on appropriate, 

well-targeted areas. In particular, staff are supported exceptionally well to identify 
and then meet the needs of pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) from Nursery onwards. Leaders support staff’s workload and well-being 

impressively well. Leaders balance this with making sure policies are implemented 
highly consistently. Governors are diligent and knowledgeable, holding leaders to 

account effectively. Partnerships with parents are strong. One parent told inspectors 
that ‘Queensway is a great school that always puts the needs of the children at the 
heart of everything they do.’ The inspection team agrees. 

 
Consequently, pupils achieve well because the curriculum is effective and teachers 
have strong subject knowledge. This starts in the early years, which provides a firm 

foundation for pupils’ learning in subsequent years. The curriculum in Nursery and 
Reception is closely linked with what pupils learn from Year 1 onwards, which means 
there is a well-designed progression in the knowledge pupils acquire year on year. 

Many pupils with SEND achieve very well indeed, learning the same curriculum as 
other pupils through teachers’ skilful adaptations. Teachers check pupils’ learning 
and make well-judged changes to subsequent teaching. In some subjects, where the 

curriculum is particularly strong, pupils achieve highly. This is not yet the case across 
all subjects. 
 

Leaders have dealt very effectively with the many challenges they have faced 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. One parent’s view was typical: ‘We cannot 
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commend highly enough the school’s approach to the handling of the COVID crisis. 

It was measured and proportionate throughout and the communication we received 
was excellent.’ However, two key issues remain. Before the pandemic, pupils’ 
achievement in reading was very positive. While most pupils currently make good 

progress in reading, a few pupils, some of whom are pupils with SEND, are still 
catching up. At times, the books they read could be matched more precisely to help 
them become more fluent and accurate readers. Similarly, pupils’ attendance before 

the pandemic was high. Although rising overall, levels of attendance for a small 
proportion of pupils need to rise more. Leaders have taken very effective action to 
address both of these areas. The ongoing impact of their work is clear. The strength 

of leadership means there is the capacity within the school to successfully resolve 
both of these issues in the near future. 
 

Leaders are as ambitious for pupils’ personal development as they are for pupils’ 
academic learning. The highly positive relationships between adults and pupils and 
between pupils and their peers reflect how pupils are taught about healthy 

relationships. Pupils learn about people from different backgrounds and who have 
contrasting views and beliefs. Pupils enjoy the extra-curricular and enrichment 

opportunities that leaders are in the process of building up to pre-pandemic levels. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 

Parents, staff and pupils rightly feel that pupils are safe at school. Pupils learn how 
to keep themselves safe, including online. They also participate in projects 
coordinated by Safeguarding Children in Banbury which are focused on local 

priorities. Staff have strong knowledge because of leaders’ effective and regular 
training. Referral and recording processes are robust. Leaders and staff follow up on 
concerns assiduously, liaising closely and appropriately with external agencies so 

that pupils get the help they need. The right checks are made on staff. Governors 
carry out their responsibilities well. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
◼ Pupils do not achieve consistently highly across the curriculum. In some subjects, 

for example science and mathematics, pupils’ learning is deep and extensive. 
While pupils achieve well in other subjects, leaders should develop the curriculum 
further so that pupils’ learning is consistently excellent overall. 

◼ Some pupils, including some with SEND, do not make as swift progress in their 

reading as they could. This has an effect on their learning in other areas of the 
curriculum. At times, reading books are not matched to pupils’ phonics knowledge 
as precisely as they need to be to help these pupils increase their fluency and 

accuracy in reading. Although leaders’ actions focused on this area are already 
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having an impact, this remains a priority in order for these pupils’ learning to 

improve further. 

◼ Pupils’ attendance is not at the same high level as it was before the COVID-19 

pandemic began. A relatively small proportion of pupils do not yet attend 
regularly enough. Although pupils’ overall attendance levels are rising, leaders 

should continue their work to reduce absence further to ensure pupils are in 
school and learning. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 

Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 

 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 122996 

Local authority Oxfordshire  

Inspection number 10227151 

Type of school Primary 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 435 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body John Riches 

Headteacher Sarah Horbury-Jakeman 

Website www.queensway.oxon.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 15 March 2017, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ The school has opened a nursery provision since the last inspection.  

◼ The proportions of disadvantaged pupils, pupils who speak English as an 
additional language and pupils with SEND are above national averages. 

◼ The school does not currently use any alternative provision.  

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 

 
◼ This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders 

and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

◼ Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics, 

science, computing and history. For each deep dive, inspectors discussed the 
curriculum with the subject leader, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, 

spoke to pupils about their learning and looked at a sample of pupils’ work. 
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◼ Inspectors met with the headteacher, the deputy headteacher and other leaders, 

including the special educational needs coordinator. 

◼ Inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour around the school and in lessons. 

Inspectors met with groups of pupils and spoke to a range of pupils in and 
outside of lessons. Inspectors also took into account pupils’ responses to the 

Ofsted pupil questionnaire. 

◼ Inspectors considered a range of the school’s documentation, including leaders’ 

evaluations of the effectiveness of the school, information about pupils’ behaviour 
and attendance and the school’s improvement plan. 

◼ Inspectors had meetings with members of staff to discuss the school’s work and 
considered responses to the confidential Ofsted staff questionnaire. 

◼ The inspectors met a number of parents during the inspection and inspectors 

looked at parents’ responses to the online questionnaire, Ofsted Parent View. 

◼ To inspect safeguarding, inspectors checked the single central record of 

recruitment checks, talked to leaders responsible for safeguarding and looked at 
the school’s safeguarding records and documents. Inspectors also talked to a 

range of staff and pupils about safeguarding. 

◼ Inspectors met with representatives of the governing body, including the chair, 

and scrutinised minutes of governors’ meetings. The lead inspector spoke to a 
representative of the local authority on the telephone. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Matthew Haynes, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Debbie Bennett Ofsted Inspector 

Andrew Olive Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 
 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 
 
Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 
Manchester 
M1 2WD 
 
T: 0300 123 1231 
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
 
© Crown copyright 2022 
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