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Saturday 21st March 2020 
Dear Parents,  

 

Firstly, I want to say how overwhelmed we have been with parents emailing and catching us face to face 
thanking us for our efforts this week. It has certainly tested us all due to tight time frames and levels of 
anxiety and uncertainty, but your words of thanks have been much appreciated by the staff and I.   
 

So some more updates: 

 

Home Learning: 
Remember to look at the class blogs, which can be found via the class pages on the school website, 
every week for work plans and recommended websites. These will be posted by Friday at noon for the 
following week. http://www.queensway.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Class+Pages&pid=32  
 
Year 6: 
Obviously the Year 6s found it incredibly sad yesterday not knowing if they will see their Queensway 
friends and staff again before transferring to secondary school, so please assure your Year 6 child, I will 
organise some kind of ‘do’ once the school is open again, even if it is in the autumn term one evening.   
 
Support for parents: 
I was delighted to hear that groups of parents have already set up ‘WhatsApp’ groups and other social 
media groups for posting ideas of things to do with children whilst at home- what a fantastic idea and a 
wonderful support network. If you are a parent who doesn’t know many other parents please get in 
contact with us and we’ll see if we can put people in contact with each other. Also remember there is our 
own Queensway School Facebook page.  
 

Easter opening: 

There are no plans at present to open during the Easter holidays for children of Key Workers. I will notify 

relevant families if this changes.  

 

Information for children who are receiving childcare at school during the closure period 

Thank you to all the families for providing us with information about your working patterns and requests 
for childcare- whilst this has been incredibly labour intensive it has enabled us to be ready for Monday! 
 
So I can provide the following information: 
 

 We will providing Breakfast club from 7:45-8:40am but WITHOUT FOOD. This is because we have 
not got enough staff trained with the necessary food hygiene certification and we would also be 
concerned about food supplies moving forward. So we are opening early to accommodate key 
workers having to get to work early, but the children must have breakfast before they come.  

 

 We will be running a limited After School Club, finishing at 4pm. All children need to be collected by 
4pm as the site will be closed by 4:15pm.  
 

 Children and staff do not need to wear school uniform. We suggest comfortable clothes.  
 

 Children will need their PE kits every day, which include outdoor trainers and their book bags. 
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 Our school kitchen will be closed, so children need to bring their own packed lunch including a drink. 
Children who are entitled to a Free School Meal and have requested it (the office will have already 
spoken to you) - your packed lunch will be provided at school, so just bring a drink.   

 

 There will be a rota of staff, changing weekly, which will be a minimum of 1 teacher and 2 TAs at any 
one time as well as a member of the Senior Leader Team and an administrator. Please can you 
ensure that you discuss this with your child as I don’t want them to be disappointed when it is not 
their usual staffing team!  

 

 The welfare of everyone is paramount, so if your child shows symptoms of the virus we will contact 
families to collect their child and we ask that you do this as swiftly as possible and of course you will 
then be in isolation so won’t be able to return until after the isolation period.  

 

 As you can appreciate, communication is going to be key in ensuring I have enough staff on site to 
safely look after the children, so all families that we have spoken to either as Key Workers or 
Vulnerable are asked to email us by Friday at noon each week to state what their childcare 
requirements are for the following week. office.2057@queensway.oxon.sch.uk. Alternatively, you 
can let the office know upon pick up or drop off.  

 

 The staff car park can be used during this period, but we ask that parents still walk their child to 
reception and supervise them strictly as you walk through the car park as cars may be maneuvering.  

 

 The side gate on Queensway will not be open. Everyone must come in via the main Brantwood Rise 
Entrance. The gates will be set to open 7:40-8:50 then again at 2:45-4:15pm.  

 

 All children are to be dropped off and collected via the main school reception. Parents will not be 
allowed into the building, but we will bring the children to you instead.  

 

 We will be looking at the weekly work plans which are published on the class blogs during their time 
in school so that families do not have to do this once you get home, to ease the pressure for Key 
Workers. Other than this, the childcare we provide will purely be fun activities, not lessons.  

 

Information for families who have been contacted about Free School Meals: 

 Your child’s packed lunch will be ready to collect from the school office at 12:30pm.  
 

 We will be doing essential deliveries to families in isolation who can’t make their own arrangements 
for someone else to collect from school any time from 12:15pm onwards. We won’t be coming into 
your home, but we will be knocking on the door, waiting for you to open it then moving on swiftly. 
Please don’t be offended by this but a) we won’t have the time to chat for long due to time 
restrictions and b) we need to keep our staff well.  

 

 Please let the school office know by 10am each morning if you aren’t able to collect.  
 

 Lunches have been ordered for next week, but thereafter the school office will need to be contacted 
if you require a packed lunch for the following week, by Friday at 10am each week so we can place 
your order with the catering company. You will have a choice of tuna, cheese or ham sandwich 
filling, but for next week, you will just be given what we are supplied, so no choice.  

 
Please don’t hesitate to get in contact if you need any further clarification or support,  

 

Best wishes 

 

 

Mrs Sarah Horbury Jakeman 

Head Teacher 
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